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Outline of Electric Power Development
Plan for Japan

By Tatsumi Tokuda and Haruo Komori

The Japan Electric Generation & Transmission Company, Ltd.

Abstract

The so-called Five-year Electric Power Development Plan, which aims at increasing
electric power generation, both hydraulic and thermal, as a part of Japan’s Five
year Economic Reconstruction Program, has become the focus of attention among
the circles concerned.

This paper gives an outline of the plan, emphasizes its urgency, and then de-
scribes about the electric power development schedule for the current year.

Table 1 is the comparison between the Five-year Economic Reconstruction Plan
and the reconstruction program as suggested in the Strike’s Report, both of which
place importance on the electric power devolopment.

Tables 2 and 3 show the details of the Five-year Electric Power Development Plan.

Resurrection of electro-chemical industries, recovery of industrial plants, extended
use of electricity at homes, and other factors have incurred an acute shortage of
electricity beginning as early as the year following the termination of war, and such
situation has little been amended.

Table 4 indicates the ratios of energy sources consumed in Japan, shows coal and
hydraulic power occupy the larger portion.

Since the war ended, coal and hydraulic power have become closer in amounts of
consumption. In view of the meager coal resources in Japan and the saturation in
its production, hydraulic power resources should first of all be developed, saving
coal for use as chemical materials.

On June 3 1949, the development of the hydraulic projects on Table 5 which
amounts to a total 1,180,000 kW output was authorized by G. H. Q. On September 19
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same year, the steam power projects on Table 6 were also authorized to build.

The fundamental policies for deciding their priority orders were ;

firstly, the

construction period should be short and contribute much to break the unbalance in

the demand and supply of power ;

secondly, the construction cost should be small,

and their operation be economical and efficient.

Table 7 covers the hydro power projects to be shared by Japan Electric Generation
and Transmission Company. They are 31 in number and about 467,000 kW in output.
Fig. 1 is the general aspect of the company’s schedule for 1949.

The funds required for these projects are shown on Tables 3 and 9. Their exe-
cution largely depends upon the release of the counterpart funds for Japan.
When all of these projects have been completed, the electricity supply and demand

will be balanced, but future increase of power demand will necessitate a further

development in large volume.
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Fig. 1. The List of Scheduled Works bases upon Japan Aid Lund in 1949.
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