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Hitachi Explosion-Proof Diesel Locomotives

By Hideo Ono, Kazuo Kuwae and Masashi Date
Kasado Work, Hitachi, Ltd.

Abstract

Indications have been that for the transportation in the coal mine galleries the
use of explosion proof diesel locomotive, especially of home-made, is becoming im-
perative for a further rationalization of coal enterprise, because of its distinctive fea-
tures such as high rate of safety, wide range of service area, high operational
efficiency, etc., as well as its low cost of installing and maintenance.

Hitachi, Ltd., keeping abreast of such trend of the time, has taken initiative in
the systematic research and experimentation for the production of it. And the first
product was completed in March, 1952, which not alone qualified for the official ex-
amination but met with the most favorable approval of coal mine experts.

Added several improvements, the locomotive of this type is now ready for supply
to any size of order.

It may be added that, for ensuring unfailing service in the mine, the Company
contrived the special safety testing cell which enabled thorough examination of the

explosion proofness of every locomotive.
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Fig. 1. General View of Model 6 tons Explosion-Proof
Diesel Locomotive
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Fig. 4. Oscillogram of Explosion Pressure
Test in Inlet and Exhaust Systems
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