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The Construction of Hydraulic Power Plants

By Takeo Shimbara and Susumu Kuwabara

Electric Resource Development Company

Abstract

For sometime immediately after the war, Japan was confronting distressing de-
ficiency in electric power, being harnessed by the Ordinance by the Occupation Forces
prohibiting the exploitation of any new electric power resources, and the industry was
compelled to patch up the situation by shifting restoration of the existing old power
plants and substation which were left as devastated during the war.

Hence, when the permissions for the construction of new plants was granted at
long last in June 1949 the industry’s long desire burst into such a wide scope of the
planning of hydraulic power plant construction, led by nine electric power companie
that in 1951 the projected output of the power plants has soared up to the new high
in the nation’s history of electric power cultivation.

On the other hand, the expansion or rehabilitation of once war-destructed industries
has been remarkable resulting in the phenomenal growth of the demand for the
electric supply, and to cope fully with it, even the aumentation of the supply to be
attained by the total completion of the above projects is admitted to have not much
to help.

For the deficiency to be covered effectively, when further increase of demand in
future is taken into account the extension of generatingfacilities must be continued
at the rate of 900,000 kW, 5,000 kWh a year untill 1957, and that 8025 of it is to be
taken up by the hydraulic plants.

Fortunately modernization brought about in all phases of the construction engineer-
ing has successfully shortened the period of construction work and this has wrought
a radical change in the planning of the hydraulic power station for the much shorter
period and simpler schedule.

Such advancement, side by side with low-interest loans allowed by the Government
to the Electric Resource Development Co., has accelerated the pace at which the

country-wide hydraulic power resource exploitation program is being accomplished.
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Location and Outline of Projected Power Plants
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