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Construction of Type 961 Experimental
Cars for Nationwide Shinkansen Network
(Testcar of Variable Rigidity & Drivingcar)

The electric train, Type 961, improved from its predecessor, Type 991, and AABEAB*  Hideaki Kimoto
intended as a prototype to be run on Nationwide Shinkansen Network, consists of S yES*  Yasuo Kasai
six cars and is specified for a maximum operation speed of 260 km/h. These cars ARERSERR* Morishige Hattori

feature all light alloy construction, new air conditioning system and winterization o2 SeSE i cuknsu Mobonage
equipment, new fitting and maintenance systems for underframe equipment and
many other new engineering ideas. Improvement of the riding quality through
adoption of new designs for passenger compartment and seats and reduction of
running noise are also attempted in these test cars. Particularly, No. b unit, a test
car of variable rigidity, is noteworthy in that this is the first of its kind in the world
and by using this test car experiments are being conducted to find out the
relationship between the riding quality and the car body rigidity by changing the
bending rigidity of the car body. The results of these experiments will make

valuable data for improving riding quality and determining necessary rigidity of the
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Equipment and Wiring by Ductsystem
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