60

Nuclear Power Plants for the 21st Century

PREFACE

Shozo Saito

Managing Officer

General Manager

Nuclear Systems Division
Power & Industrial Systems
Hitachi, Ltd.

NUCLEAR power is an important source of energymaintenance technologies to be applied. In the fuel
accounting for roughly 20% of electric powercycle, Hitachi is developing various technologies
production in the world. In the 21st century, nuclearelated to reprocessing and waste disposal.

power will continue to play an important role in the To meet the growing demand for greater cost
generation of electricity not only as a highlyefficiency in conjunction with the deregulation of
economical source of energy but also as a means miiclear power, we are developing and applying
solving environmental problems and providing energynformation technologies (IT) throughout the work
security. From this perspective, the provision of highlgycle of design, manufacture, construction, and
reliable nuclear power technologies has become anaintenance. We are also pursuing extensive
important mission for us at Hitachi, and we continugationalization from design to production and working
in our efforts to develop highly effective technologieso shorten lead time by upgrading our pipe-
and products in a wide range of nuclear-power fieldmanufacturing plant to state-of-the-art facilities and
and to expand business in these areas. constructing a new module assembly plant.

In the development of light-water reactors, for Hitachi wasreorganiedin April, 1999 and made
example, Hitachi has been improving the performanceweeping changeto its system withthe aim of
and reliability of its advanced boiling water reactorgesponding pmpty and effectvely to customer
(ABWR), and at the same time, has been developingeeds and making customer satisfactigpriarity.
middle- and small-size reactors to meet diversifiede will continuein our dforts to provide oucustom-
needs for power. Hitachi is also contributing to way®rs with the “best solutions” to their nuclgaower
of improving plant availability by developing needs includinghe development aipplicationtech-
technologies that will raise the reliability of operatingnologies.
plants and by enabling a wide range of preventive-



